
  

OUR MISSION 
STATEMENT 

The mission of our church 
is to create a fellowship that celebrates and reflects the presence of 

Christ.  Through worship and spiritual growth we will equip ourselves 
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Changed Heart 
   Changed Mind 
Changed Life 

Love in Truth and Action 

WELCOME GUESTS!  We are grateful you joined us in worship today at First Parish 
Church.  Please fill in the “Invitation” card in our pew pocket, especially if you would like 
to receive our mid-week e-mail devotional message the “Pastor’s Pen.”  Just drop it in the 
collection plate.  If you have any questions, please introduce yourselves to the pastors as 
you leave the sanctuary or to a member of our Hospitality Team (wearing yellow name 
tags).  Please join us in Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee and refreshments and 
meet our friendly fellow parishioners. 
CHURCH SCHOOL INFO:  All children come into church with your family.  After the 
Children’s Message, children will meet their teachers in the narthex.  PreK-4th grade will 
be in the lower level classrooms and grades 5-8 will be in the second floor classrooms of 
Fellowship Hall.  After services, parents are asked to come to your child’s classroom to 
meet their teacher and pick up your children.   
TODAY’S GREETERS:  Greeting you this morning are George and Diana Parton. 
COFFEE HOUR:  Please join us for coffee hour after worship in Fellowship Hall. 
PASTORAL CARE:  We want to provide care for you always, and in particular we hope you 
will let us know if you or a family member are or will be hospitalized, so we can give you 
our care.  York Hospital, if a patient requests, will call us directly.  Due to hospital 
confidentiality regulations, we will know of your hospitalization only if you ask your 
family member or hospital staff to call us and let us know. 
EXITING THE SANCTUARY IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY.  The front half of the sanctuary 
will exit to the front of the church through the two side doors.  The back half of the 
sanctuary will exit to the back of the sanctuary and either out the side ramp, or the front 
doors of the church.  The Deacons will help anyone in the lower level of the church exit 
out the back doors of the lower level. 

  180 York Street, York, Maine  03909  w 207-363-3758 
office@firstparishyork.net  w www.firstparishyork.net 

THE BLESSING AND THREEFOLD AMEN 
 
POSTLUDE       Recessional on “MAJESTY”   Arr., Douglas W. Wagner (b. 1952) 
 

Flowers given by Senior Pastor Search Committee. 
Thank you, Pastor Anna, for sharing our journey through your ministry and leadership. 

God blessed us when you answered His call.  Your Search Committee 
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Vision 
Following the way of Jesus, we aspire to authentically invite, 
courageously include, and generously serve all with  
compassion and grace.     

Mission 
Following the way of Jesus, we celebrate inspirational worship; 
create life-changing experiences for children, youth, families, 
and individuals; and practice meaningful congregational care.  
 
While respecting our diversity, we courageously advocate for 
justice and mercy, and intentionally respond to the needs of our 
community and the world. 
 

Welcome  



HYMN             “PRECIOUS LORD, TAKE MY HAND”                 No. 500 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

ANTHEM “PSALM 100” (“BE JOYFUL IN THE LORD”)    Ronald Arnatt (1930-2018) 
Serve the Lord with gladness, and come before God’s presence with a song. 

Know this, the Lord is God; God has made us; we are the sheep of the Lord’s pasture. 
For the Lord is good; God’s mercy is everlasting; 

the faithfulness of the Lord endures from age to age. 
First Parish Sanctuary Choir 

 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
Joyce Andersen       Sabrina Stephens    
Neil and Kate Beckwith      Tom M. Willcox 
Melvil B. Clauson                                    Judy M. Young 
Joseph and Jane Goldstein   
 
CONGREGATIONAL WELCOME 
We welcome you with joy as partners in the common life of this church.  We promise 
you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus 
Christ.  God grant that together we may continue to grow in God’s knowledge and love 
and be witnesses of our risen Lord. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
  
SCRIPTURE                   Genesis 12:1-9            O.T. 9          Joshua North-Shea 
 
SERMON                                                                                                Pastor Anna V. Copeland 
 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY                 Hymn Prelude on “HE LEADETH ME”    

 Arr., Gail Leven Pollock (b. 1947) 
 
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT                    No. 34 
Here are our hands use them, here are our hearts, share them, here are our feet, send them, for 
your glory and our joy.  Amen 
 
*CLOSING HYMN         “LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING”                No. 748 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2018 ~ 9:30AM WORSHIP 
NEW MEMBERS 

 
* Please stand if you are able.  All people are invited to read bold face liturgy. 
 
PRELUDE        Tuba Tune in D Major               C.S. Lang (1891-1971)    
                      Hymn Prelude on “Bradbury”   Arr., Dale Wood (1934-2003) 
 
THE INVITATION   God’s grace, mercy, and peace be with you.       
                                      And also with you. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS       
 
CHIMES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP    
Shout to God all the earth! 
    Remember that our God is the only God – the One who made us, the One who 
    sustains us, the One whose Spirit lives within us. 
Let us enter God’s house with thanksgiving; and come into God’s presence with praise. 
    For God is good with unfailing love that lasts forever, and faithfulness that extends to 
    all generations. 
 
*OPENING HYMN              “LORD, SPEAK TO ME”                 No. 593 
 
*HOSPITALITY MOMENT                    
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”  
(Please greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.)  
 
GATHERING PRAYER       Karen Peterson 
From familiar and comfortable spaces, You call us:  Go.  In the dead of night when 
questions burn, You invite us:  Come.  Where there is flesh and fellowship, You 
beckon us:  Draw near.  In all of life, through all of our travels, in all of our doubts, 
and in all our endeavors; as You call us and send us, welcome us and keep us; above  
all else, you do not leave us.  No matter the changes, remain.  We praise you, gracious 
God, trusting You through a future we cannot yet see, praying … 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using “debts”) 

Our Father…forgive us our debts…Amen 
 



 
TRACING YOUR SPIRITUAL ROOTS 

Remembering and Building Your Family Tree of Faith 
 

This four week class takes a look at your spiri tual genealogy -  the faith 
and/or non-faith of your ancestors. What did they believe and what was 
passed on to you? Perhaps you know, perhaps you don't .  What you learn 
may give you new insight into your own faith journey and the legacy you 
leave for generations to follow.   Sunday 11 AM – Women’s Parlor,  
Fellowship Hall .  

 
February 1  Introduction and Genealogy Chart     
February 8  God's Story - how the Gospel traveled from generation to  
      generation 
February 15  Your Story - how your ancestors influenced your faith; sharing 
      memories & mementos 
February 22  FPC Annual meeting - no class 
March 1  Leaving a Legacy - the beliefs you leave to future generations 

********************************* 
A participatory class led by  

Esther and Vivan Martindale 
Questions? Call  us at 603-601-7468  
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 SPRING FAITH FEATURES  

JOIN US  
for Thursday Evening Worship 

     5:30pm – 6:50pm 
Informal, Relational, Inspirational – Food for Body and Soul 

Join us for a simple meal followed by worship on Thursday evenings in Fellowship Hall. You may 
choose to come for supper and stay for worship or join us when you can for upbeat, casual, 

meaningful worship beginning at 6pm.  If you would like to sing with the Willing Voices during 
worship you are invited to attend their 4:30pm rehearsal on Thursdays. 

5:30pm - 5:50pm  Supper Served 
5:50pm – 6pm  Music 

6pm - 6:50pm  Worship 

Ministers 
All the Members of the Congregation 

Leading Worship Today: 
Rev. Dr. Anna V. Copeland 

Rev. Dan Hollis 
Staff 

Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries 
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate 

Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator 
First Parish Church Lay Leaders 

Jan Jonas, Moderator 
Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator 

Ray Hamlin, Treasurer 
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk 

THIS WEEK 
 

               Today, Sunday, September 16th 9:30am Worship/New Members 
 10:45am Three Centuries of FPC History-

James Kences 
 11am Men’s Ensemble Rehearsal 
 2pm Godspeed Gathering  
 5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
            Monday, September 17th 8am Zumba 
 4:30pm Mission Committee Meeting 
            Tuesday, September 18th 8:30am Yoga 
 5-7pm Table of Plenty 
 7pm Deacons Meeting   
            Wednesday, September 19th  8:30am Zumba 
 9am Women’s Bible Study  
            Thursday, September 20th 8:30am Aerobics 
 5pm Sweet Spirit Rehearsal 
 6pm Handbells Choir Rehearsal 
 7pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
            Friday, September 21st 8:30am Aerobics 
 9:30am Marketfest Set Up 
 9am-4pm Parsonage Estate Sale 
            Saturday, September 22nd 9am-4pm FPC Village Faire at Marketfest   
            Sunday, September 23rd 9:30am Worship/Mission Moment 
 5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
  

First Parish Church 
Village Faire at Marketfest 

September 22, 2018 
“Time and Talent” Sign Up 

There is an opportunity for us all to use our “Time and Talents” to support the 
work of First Parish, enjoy time together, and welcome members of our community and beyond.  The 
Village Faire signup table will be available after worship.  There you can select a time (usually 2 to 3 hours) 
and area where help is needed.  Please consider being part of this annual event!  The offerings are:  Tent 
Raising (Friday), Books, Tool Shed, Children’s Puzzles and Games, Attic Treasures, Antiques and 
Collectables, Handbags and Jewelry, Furniture and “Taste of Heaven” Soup Café. 

First Parish Church 
Congregational 

United Church of Christ 
 SUMMER FAITH FEATURES 

SAVE the DATE 
Estate Sale at the Parsonage     September 21 – 9am-4pm  
Worship and Farewell to the Copeland’s   September 23 - 9:30am 

Please Join Us for a Coffee Hour of Gratitude to the Church. Hosted by the 
Schriefer’s and the Copeland’s following worship in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Messages and Cards 
If you would like to leave a personal message to  
Pastor Anna and Ellis, there will be a basket at the 
Goodspeed Gathering on Sunday, September 16 and  
at Coffee Hour on Sunday, September 23. 
 



             Wolf Hollow sanctuary 
   You don’t just hear a wolf howl.  You feel it! 
                 Saturday, October 13 
                   (weather permitting) 

1pm – 2:30pm 
Ipswich, Massachusetts 

Carpool departs First Parish Church 10am 
Lunch at Woodman’s in Ipswich 

Admission 
Adults  $12.50 

Seniors-65+  $8.50 
Children-3yrs-17yrs  $8.50 

Tickets are limited 
http://www.wolfhollowipswich.org to purchase tickets 

For more information contact 
Fran Lalley 

207-363-4711 

The pumpkins are coming!  The pumpkins are coming! 
They will arrive on Saturday, September 29. 

Volunteers needed to unload the truck at 9am. 
The 5th Annual Pumpkin Patch will be open 7 days a week, for four weeks  

or until the pumpkins are sold. Any and all volunteers will be gratefully accepted.  
No experience necessary.  

Plan to make it a family affair. What could be more fun than spending  
a beautiful fall day outdoors making everyone happy?   

And who knows, perhaps the Great Pumpkin will rise out of our pumpkin patch?  
As Linus would say, “I don’t see how a pumpkin patch can be more sincere.” 

Sign Up:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d49acaf23a6f85-fpcpumpkin 
Chris Briley, Richard Leigh, Bob and Joanne Myers 

FIRST PARISH CHURCH FAIRE 
AT MARKETFEST 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2018 
This is a wonderful opportunity to clean out those once loved items you no longer need or have room for!  
At the same time, it provides someone an opportunity to purchase an item they really need at an 
affordable price - and supports the continued good works of First Parish Church!!   A ‘win’ for all!!  

DONATION DROP OFF SCHEDULE 
August 27 – September 19 

Monday – Friday from 9am – 12 noon    
Downstairs in Fellowship Hall through side entrance 

 
ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES:  Old, collectable items that are in good condition and are 
desirable because of age, rarity, condition or utility.   Jinny Brodsky @ 363-6239 
. 
ATTIC TREASURES:  Gently used home décor items, glasses, knick-knacks, wall hangings, 
lamps, vases, candlesticks, dishes, garden decor, etc. (dishes, glasses, etc. – minimum of 4 per 
set) Sherry McConnell @ 363-5494 or Jill Ouellette @ 351-1125 
 
BOOKS:  New or gently used books that appeal to general readership and cookbooks.  
(Please… No magazines, technical books, encyclopedias, condensed books, videos, etc.)  
Diana Parton @361-3016  
 
CHILDREN’S  SECTION:  Children’s Books, Games & Puzzles (items must be clean, have 
all their pieces and be in good condition). Sondra Weaver @ 363-4641 or Susan Mancinelli @ 
351-8641 
 
FURNITURE:  Used small to mid-size furniture. (under 50 lbs.) Small tables/ chairs, book 
cases, desks, etc. must be in good condition and easy to handle.  
Contact Ellis Copeland @ 361-3765 
 
JEWELRY & HANDBAGS:  Jewelry – both old and new, fashion, rhinestone, gaudy, clunky, 
silver and gold  (bracelets, rings, necklaces, earrings).  All Handbags must be clean & in good 
condition.  Jinny Brodsky @363-6239  
  
‘TASTE OF HEAVEN’  CAFÉ:  Homemade soups & hot and cold drinks – enjoy under our 
tent or to eat ‘on the go’.  Contact Jan Jonas @363-3180 or Sue Wierzba @ 361-4541. 
 
TOOL SHED:   Workshop and garden tools, power tools, small tool benches, antique tools, 
packaged fasteners, etc.  All items must be in working condition, clean and be a manageable 
size and weight (under 50lbs).  George Parton @ 361-3016    

PLEASE:  NO Electronics or Linens 
All Items Must Be Clean and In Good Condition 



 

FROM THE FIRST PARISH CHURCH 
HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 
Joyce Andersen:  Joyce has been a performing and recoding fiddler, singer and songwriter 
since 1991 and has worked with many bands as well as solo work and as a duo with her 
husband, Harvey Reid.  They are raising their two sons in York.  Attending First Parish has 
coincided with a call toward writing more spiritual music.  The support of the church helps 
her navigate the new journey in song and spirit, playing summer and Christmas concerts and 
at Thursday Evening worship.  Joyce says her son Otto Reid became a member last year, now 
it is her turn.  
 
Neil and Kate Beckwith:  Neil and Kate moved to York in January 2018 after spending 10 
years in Hawaii. Neil is from the Northeast and they are enjoying being closer to family. Neil 
was able to transfer his job to Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery. They have a 2 year-old 
son, Scott and enjoy hiking, spending time on the beach and exploring York. 
 
Melvil Clauson:  Melvil grew up in New Hampshire and attended the University of New 
Hampshire receiving a degree in Chemical Engineering.  He has worked in a wide range 
industries, but primarily in Aerospace and Defense.  His wife, Kim and he have been together 
since 2005 and have combined their two families of 5 grown children and 5 grandchildren 
and two large dogs.  They enjoy local sports teams, especially the Red Sox.  Melvil gets out 
to play golf every now and then. 
 
Joseph and Jane Goldstein:  The Goldsteins moved to York from Vermont.  Jane is originally 
from Minnesota.  She is a private piano and violin studio teacher.  She currently chairs a 
program for student composers in the 13 northeastern states for the Federation of Music 
Clubs.  She always finds a way to advocate for music in the lives of children.  Jane is also a 
rug hooker and considers the York area “hooker heaven.”  Joseph has lived in New Jersey, 
Virginia, The Hague, Netherlands, Maryland and Vermont.  He continues to root for the 
Washington Red Skins.  In previous churches he has been on the finance committee, Deacons 
and search committee.  He has changed church affiliation several times – Catholic, Lutheran, 
Presbyterian and UCC.  He and Jane have 3 married children and 7 grandchildren. 
 
 

Sabrina Stephens:  Sabrina is a college student, animal lover, music fanatic, coin 
collector and believer in God.  She was born and raised by loving parents in York.  
Summer is her favorite season and she loves to relax at the beach.  She loves to cook, 
garden swim and read mystery books.  She tries to travel as often as possible.  Sabrina is 
very social and likes to make new friends, feel free to start a conversation with her. 
 
Tom Willcox:  Tom’s father was with General Electric Company so he moved a number 
of times, Ohio, New Jersey and New York.  He graduated from Union College.  His 
business career began with Howard Johnson’s Company with the Lodging and Specialty 
Restaurant Division for 20 years.  From 1988 -2001 he bought and developed 10 Burger 
Kings in Southern Maine and New Hampshire and sold them all in 2011.  After living in 
York Harbor for 3 years his wife, Jean and he moved to New Castle, New Hampshire.  
They have 2 daughters and 3 grandchildren.  Tom enjoys being a grandparent, golf, 
boating and travel. 
 
Judy Young:  Judy has lived in Cape Neddick for 55 years.  She enjoys gardening, golf 
and cooking. 
 


