
  

OUR MISSION 
STATEMENT 

The mission of our church 
is to create a fellowship that celebrates and reflects the presence of 

Christ.  Through worship and spiritual growth we will equip ourselves 

FIRST PARISH 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  

United Church of Christ 
180 York Street, York, ME  03909 

Phone: 207-363-3758      
Prayer line: 207-363-6451 

E-mail: office@firstparishyork.org 
 

www.firstparishyork.net 

Welcome Guests! We're glad you're here. You can learn more about us via the brochure 
in your pew back or at FirstParishYork.net.  You're invited to enjoy refreshments at 
"coffee hour" in Fellowship Hall immediately following worship.  
 
Hearing Assistance: Devices are available. Please ask a greeter to provide one. 
  
Nursery Care: Nursery care provided downstairs for children 4 years old and under. 
 
Pastoral Care: If you'd like to meet with a pastor, please call the office at 363-3758 
Monday – Friday 9am-2pm. For emergency pastoral care after office hours and on 
weekends, you may reach one of the pastors by calling 207-358-9776.  The pastors are 
available to make hospital visits and we invite you to let us know if you or a family 
member would like a visit. Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, the hospital will 
not inform us unless you ask them to do so. 
  
Photos and Video:   We regularly take photos and video for use in media.  If you 
would prefer your/your child’s image not be used, please inform a pastor after worship. 
 
Restrooms: Restrooms are located on the lower level of this building. Handicap 
accessible restrooms are across the way in Fellowship Hall. For access during the 
worship service, please see a Deacon.  
 
Sunday School: All youth ages 4 through 7th grade are welcome to attend Sunday 
School. After the Children's Message, youth meet up with their teachers in the church 
foyer. Together, students and teachers make their way to the Fellowship Hall classrooms. 
After worship, parents are asked to sign out and pick up children in their classrooms. 
Guests are welcome to attend Sunday School and we ask that parents/guardians fill out a 
registration form on the first visit; our Deacons will be happy to connect you with 
someone from Sunday School before the youth make their way over. 
 

 

Changed Heart 
   Changed Mind 
Changed Life 

Love in Truth and Action 

 

Vision 
Following the way of Jesus, we aspire to authentically invite, 
courageously include, and generously serve all with  
compassion and grace.     

Mission 
Following the way of Jesus, we celebrate inspirational worship; 
create life-changing experiences for children, youth, families, 
and individuals; and practice meaningful congregational care.  
 
While respecting our diversity, we courageously advocate for 
justice and mercy, and intentionally respond to the needs of our 
community and the world. 
 

Welcome  

*CLOSING HYMN         “OPEN MY EYES, THAT I MAY SEE”                               No. 480 
 
THE BLESSING AND THREEFOLD AMEN    
                     
POSTLUDE      Trumpet Tune in D Major       David N. Johnson (1922-1987) 
 
 

Flowers are given in loving memory of Kitty Jonas and Marian Copenhaver 
by Per and Jan Jonas. 



 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  (unison)  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     Pastor Dan Hollis     
 
ANTHEM                       “WALK IN THE KINGDOM”      Sally K. Albrecht 

I’m gonna walk, sing, and shout in the kingdom, Lord. 
Oh I’ve never been to heaven but I’ve been told 

that the streets up there are paved with gold. 
When I see that rainbow shining through, 
then I know I’ll be coming home to you/ 

Praise King Jesus! Praise the Lord! 
First Parish Sanctuary Choir 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                     
     
SCRIPTURE                  Matthew 5:21-37    N.T. page 4               Cindy Bufithis  
 
SERMON                                                                                                           Rev. Estelle Margarones  
 
HYMN         “SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD”                               No. 492 
 
CALL TO GIVING                                                                       Pastor Dan Hollis 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS “WE WALK BY FAITH”     Jan Sanborn 

We walk by faith and not by sight. We trust in God and not in might. 
For in our darkness He is light. We walk by faith and not by sight. 

We trust in God and in his Son. What God has promised will be done. 
And as each journey is begun, His Holy Spirit makes us one. 

— based on II Corinthians 5:7-9 
Karen Lynge, Susan Gough 
Brian Wood, Richard Leigh 

 
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT                         No. 34         
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise 
him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! 
 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2020 ~ 9:30AM WORSHIP 
 
*Indicates a time when you are invited to stand if you choose. 
 
PRELUDE                Liturgical Improvisation No. 1     Georg Oldroyd (1886-1951) 

My soul hath a desire and longing 
To enter the courts of the Lord. 

       
THE INVITATION   God’s grace, mercy, and peace be with you.     Rev. Estelle Margarones 
                                      And also with you. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                
  
CHIMES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION  
(Candles will be lit as a sign of Christ’s light in the world.) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  (responsive)                 Pastor Dan Hollis 
Let us ready our hearts and minds to be in the presence of God. 
    We will turn from the distractions of life and turn toward all that is holy. 
Let that which doesn't serve dissipate; release any limitations; and observe the inherent 
dignity of all. 
    We will listen to Christ's words and strive to apply them in our lives and in our 
    interactions. 
 
*HOSPITALITY MOMENT                    
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.”  
(Please greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.) 
 
*OPENING HYMN       “LORD, SPEAK TO ME ”  No. 593 
 
GATHERING PRAYER   (unison)                 Rev. Estelle Margarones 
God of the ages, stir our hearts to remember how amazing life can be when we put you 
first and foremost. Touch us with your grace so that we might feel compassion for all 
and truly have unity in community and in the world. Help us to live by Christ's 
teachings and help us to feel his presence here, now, and always. In Jesus’ name, we 
ask this and share the prayer he first prayed… 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S GREETERS:  Greeting you this morning are the Diaconate. 
COFFEE HOUR:  Please join us for coffee in Fellowship Hall after worship.  
WELCOME GUESTS!  We are grateful you joined us in worship today at First Parish Church.  Please fill in 
the “Invitation” card in your pew pocket, especially if you would like to receive our Pastors’ regular email 
devotional messages. Just drop it in the collection plate.  If you have any questions, please introduce 
yourselves to the pastors as you leave the sanctuary or to a member of our Hospitality Team (wearing 
yellow name tags).  Please join us in Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee and refreshments and meet 
our friendly fellow parishioners. 
CHURCH SCHOOL INFO:  All children come into church with your family.  After the Children’s Message, 
children will meet their teachers in the narthex.  PreK-4th grade will be in the lower level classrooms and 
grades 5-8 will be in the second floor classrooms of Fellowship Hall.  After services, parents are asked to 
come to your child’s classroom to meet their teacher and pick up your children.  
NURSERY CARE: is available every Sunday for children under 4 years old in our nursery in the downstairs 
of the church.  Sabrina, Bailey & Linda welcome you and your children. 
COMMUNION SUNDAY: In the UCC we practice open Communion; all are welcome at Christ’s table who 
wish to know Christ’s presence and share in the community of God’s people. If parents would like their 
children to take part in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (held on the first Sunday of every month), you 
will need to coordinate with their Sunday School teachers or Nursery attendants so that you can go and 
retrieve your children at the appropriate time. 
PASTORAL CARE:  For after Parish Office hours or weekend emergency pastoral care, you can reach one of 
the pastors by calling 207-358-9776.  We want to provide care for you always, and in particular we hope 
you will let us know if you or a family member are or will be hospitalized, so we can give you our care.  
York Hospital, if a patient requests, will call us directly.  Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, we will 
know of your hospitalization only if you ask your family member or hospital staff to call us and let us know. 
EXITING THE SANCTUARY IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY.  The front half of the sanctuary will exit to the 
front of the church through the two side doors.  The back half of the sanctuary will exit to the back of the 
sanctuary and either out the side ramp, or the front doors of the church.  The Deacons will help anyone in 
the lower level of the church exit out the back doors of the lower level. 
 



 
First Parish Church 

Congregational 
United Church of Christ 

 FAITH FEATURES 
Coffee Hour:  The Creation Care Committee is hosting today’s coffee hour with treats and an 
opportunity to talk with Greg Norris, Life Sustainability Director at MIT and Harvard, Victoria 
Simon, member of Waste Reduction and Diversion and York Ready for 100% and Marla 
Baldasarre, owner of a green shop and our green products table.  Come and learn and question 
how best we can be stewards of God’s creation!  Bring your friends! 
 
Sign Team:  Looking for a FUN volunteer opportunity and a way to help the pastors? 
Join our newly evolving “Sign Team” to do the manual changing of the church’s 2-sided sign in 
front of the church office.  Training joyfully provided.  Email Gail Berneike 
at berngail@gwi.net or call her at 363-0259 for more details. 
 
Budget Q & A Session:  In advance of our Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 23; we will 
hold a budget "question and answer" session on Saturday, February 22, at 10:00 AM in 
Fellowship Hall. All interested congregants are welcome to attend. 
 
FPC Annual Meeting:  Please plan to attend the Annual Meeting of First Parish Church on 
Sunday, February 23, at 10:45 AM in the sanctuary. 
 
Ash Wednesday:  February 26th at 7:30am – 8:30am Ashes to Go and evening service at 7pm. 
 
Annual Free Turkey Dinner:  Free to all.  Saturday, March 7 at 12noon at  
St. Christopher’s.  Volunteers needed:  Food-6 Turkeys, 10 pies contact Anne Monks at 774-239-
7008.  Servers and Drivers contact Janet Cassidy at 207-363-4237 or 
cassidywednesday@aol.com.  To have a meal delivered contact the Parish Office at 207-363-
3758 or office@firstparishyork.net. 
 
Dine with Nine:  We have 3 openings for lunch on Saturday, February 29; 2 openings for dinner 
Saturday, March 7; 5 openings for a dinner on Saturday, March 14.  Sign up in Fellowship Hall.  
Invite a friend, a new family, a new member from church.  Have a wonderful time.  Questions? 
Linda Drew at 207-351-8141 or p.l.drew79@me.com 
 
Save the Date:  Saturday, March 14, 9am – 12noon for our Annual Leadership Retreat. 
  
Weekly Creation Care Tip: Make a change for Lent: If you haven’t incorporated eco-friendly 
changes into your everyday life, make a commitment to do so for Lent.  You’ll be amazed at how 
easily the change becomes a habit, one you won’t want to give up when Easter arrives.  Ideas for 
an eco-friendly Lent: Presbyearthcare.org, there are many others to choose from just Google 
‘Lenten devotionals environment’.   
 

Ministers 
All the Members of the Congregation 

Leading Worship Today: 
Rev. Estelle Margarones 

Pastor Dan Hollis 
Staff 

Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries 
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate 

Janet Cassidy, Church School Coordinator 
First Parish Church Lay Leaders 

Jan Jonas, Moderator 
Thom Kearns, Vice Moderator 

Ray Hamlin, Treasurer 
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk 

THIS WEEK 
 

Today, Sunday, February 16th 9:30am Worship 
 11am Men’s Ensemble Rehearsal 
 5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  
            Monday, February 17th 8am Zumba  
            Tuesday, February 18th 8:30am Yoga 
 5-7pm Table of Plenty 
 7pm Deacons Meeting  
            Wednesday, February 19th 8:30am Zumba 

9:30am Women’s Bible Study 
 5pm Conversations on the Bible 
             Thursday, February 20th 8:30am Aerobics 
 5pm Sweet Spirit Rehearsal 
 6pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
 7pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  
            Friday, February 21st 8:30am Aerobics 
            Saturday, February 22nd 10am Annual Report Informational Meeting  
            Sunday, February 23rd 9:30am Worship 
 10:45am Annual Meeting 
 5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
  
  
   
 


