
  

OUR MISSION 
STATEMENT 

The mission of our church 
is to create a fellowship that celebrates and reflects the presence of 

Christ.  Through worship and spiritual growth we will equip ourselves 
and go forth to share God’s love in word and deed within our community 

FIRST PARISH 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  

United Church of Christ 
180 York Street, York, ME  03909 

Phone: 207-363-3758      
Prayer line: 207-363-6451 

E-mail: office@firstparishyork.org 
 

www.firstparishyork.net 

Welcome Guests! We're glad you're here. You can learn more about us via the brochure in 
the back of the seat in front of you, or at www.firstparishyork.net. 
 
Hearing Assistance: Devices are available. Please ask a greeter to provide one. 
  
Restrooms: Restrooms are located on the lower level of this building, which is accessed by 
stairs in the foyer. Wheelchair accessible restrooms can be found across the drive in 
Fellowship Hall. For access during the worship service, please see a Deacon. 
  
Nursery Care: Our nursery is temporarily closed. 
 
Video and Streaming:  We stream our worship services live and archive them 
on www.youtube.com. If for privacy reasons you do not wish to have you or your children’s 
faces appear on video, you can sit in pews that are marked on the ends with blue tape. Feel 
free to ask a deacon to show you what those markings look like. 
  
Photos: We regularly take photos for use in media. If you would prefer you or your child’s 
image not be used, please inform a pastor after worship. 
  
Sunday School: During the school year, anyone age 4 through 8th grade is welcome to 
attend Sunday School. We ask that parents/guardians fill out a registration form on the 
first visit; our Deacons will be happy to connect you with someone from Sunday School 
before the children make their way outside. Partway through Sunday services, children 
are invited to meet with their teachers in the church foyer. Together, students and 
teachers will make their way to the Fellowship Hall to take part in fun and faith-based 
activities centered around a theme from the Bible. (Family members are always welcome 
to attend Sunday School if you wish!) After worship is over, families can go across the 
drive to sign out their children with the teachers. Sunday School is free of charge. 
 
Pastoral Care: If you'd like to meet with a pastor, please call the office at (207) 363-3758, 
or send an email to eric@firstparishyork.net or dan@firstparishyork.net. The pastors are also 
available to make hospital visits, and we ask that you let us know if you or a family member 
would like a visit. Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, the hospital will not inform us 
unless you explicitly ask them to do so. 
 
 
 

 

 

Changed Heart 
   Changed Mind 
Changed Life 

Love in Truth and Action 
180 York Street, York, Maine 03909   w 207-363-3758 
office@firstparishyork.net  w www.firstparishyork.net 

 
 



 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
SCRIPTURE          Acts 9:1-9      N.T. 111                           Phil Woodman                
 
SERMON                “Spirituality Is Not For Wimps”                 Rev. Eric Dupee                                                                                                  
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS      “REMEMBER ME”  Stan Pethel (b. 1950) 

Remember me when you come together. 
Celebrate new life you're been given. 

Ever my children with you I'll be. Just remember me. 
First Parish Sanctuary Choir 

 
(Please sign and pass the maroon fellowship pads on the center aisle of each pew, look at the 
names as they are passed back and forth and greet one another after the service.) 
 
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  (together)            No. 34 
 
HOLY COMMUNION  
All are welcome to take Communion. The trays will be passed throughout the  
congregation. We eat the bread at the same time to symbolize our unity, then we drink from 
our cups individually as a symbol of our individual relationships with Christ. (We serve 
grape juice, not wine, and have a pre-sealed option as well as gluten free crackers available in 
the center of the bread trays.) 
 
*CLOSING HYMN          “BLESSED ASSURANCE”                             No. 426 
 
CLOSING BLESSING AND THREEFOLD AMEN                     Rev. Eric Dupee 
                     
POSTLUDE                     Fanfare on “GLORIOUS THINGS OF THEE ARE SPOKEN”   

 Arr., Gordon Young (1919-1998) 
 
 

Communion flowers are provided by the Esther W. Hungerford Fund. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 1, 2022 ~ 9:30AM WORSHIP 
COMMUNION 

 
*Indicates a time when you are invited to stand if you choose. 
 
PRELUDE                                Two Hymn Settings 
 “HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE THY NAME”      Arr., Diane Bish (b. 1941) 
 “JESUS CALLS US O’ER THE TUMULT”    Arr., Dale Wood (1934-2003) 

                                          
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                   Rev. Eric Dupee   
 
CHIMES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION  
(Candles will be lit as a sign of Christ’s light in the world.) 
 
GATHERING PRAYER  (together)    Pastor Dan Hollis  
We come before you, O God, in Easter joy, seeking to be a people of the resurrection. Be 
known among us; grant us the assurance of your presence, your love, and your renewing 
power. Through your Word and Spirit, reveal to us your purpose for our lives. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus and we are bold to pray… 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (together) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN       “CHRIST, WHOSE GLORY FILLS THE SKIES”         No. 91 
(Children ages 4 and up are invited to go to the church foyer to meet with their Sunday School  
teachers immediately following the opening hymn) 
 
ANTHEM                                     "UBI CARITAS"    Ola Gjeilo (b. 1978) 

(translation of Latin text) 
Where charity and love are, God is there. 

The love of Christ has gathered us together. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Let us revere and love the living God. 
And from a sincere heart let us love one another. Amen. 

First Parish Sanctuary Choir 
 
 
    
 
 
 

TODAY’S GREETERS:  Greeting you this morning are the Diaconate. 
COFFEE HOUR:  Please join us for coffee in Fellowship Hall after worship.  
WELCOME GUESTS!  We are grateful you joined us in worship today at First Parish Church.  Please fill in 
the “Invitation” card in your pew pocket, especially if you would like to receive our Pastors’ regular email 
devotional messages. Just drop it in the collection plate.  If you have any questions, please introduce 
yourselves to the pastors as you leave the sanctuary or to a member of our Hospitality Team (wearing 
yellow name tags).  Please join us in Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee and refreshments and meet 
our friendly fellow parishioners. 
CHURCH SCHOOL INFO:  All children come into church with your family.  After the Children’s Message, 
children will meet their teachers in the narthex.  PreK-4th grade will be in the lower level classrooms and 
grades 5-8 will be in the second floor classrooms of Fellowship Hall.  After services, parents are asked to 
come to your child’s classroom to meet their teacher and pick up your children.  
NURSERY CARE: is available every Sunday for children under 4 years old in our nursery in the downstairs 
of the church.  Sabrina, Bailey & Linda welcome you and your children. 
COMMUNION SUNDAY: In the UCC we practice open Communion; all are welcome at Christ’s table who 
wish to know Christ’s presence and share in the community of God’s people. If parents would like their 
children to take part in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (held on the first Sunday of every month), you 
will need to coordinate with their Sunday School teachers or Nursery attendants so that you can go and 
retrieve your children at the appropriate time. 
PASTORAL CARE:  For after Parish Office hours or weekend emergency pastoral care, you can reach one of 
the pastors by calling 207-358-9776.  We want to provide care for you always, and in particular we hope 
you will let us know if you or a family member are or will be hospitalized, so we can give you our care.  
York Hospital, if a patient requests, will call us directly.  Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, we will 
know of your hospitalization only if you ask your family member or hospital staff to call us and let us know. 
EXITING THE SANCTUARY IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY.  The front half of the sanctuary will exit to the 
front of the church through the two side doors.  The back half of the sanctuary will exit to the back of the 
sanctuary and either out the side ramp, or the front doors of the church.  The Deacons will help anyone in 
the lower level of the church exit out the back doors of the lower level. 
 



First Parish Church 
Congregational 

United Church of Christ 
 FAITH FEATURES 

Ministers 
All the Members of the Congregation 

Leading Worship Today: 
Reverend Eric Dupee 

Pastor Dan Hollis 
Staff 

Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries 
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate 

First Parish Church Lay Leaders 
John Covino, Moderatior 

Amy Burke, Vice Moderator 
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer 
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk 

Creation Care Committee:  Live meeting postponed until Sunday, June 5 at 10:45am. 
 
First Wednesday Food Pantry Drive:  May 4 at 10AM-11AM.  Wish List - small bags 
flour, mayonnaise, Knorr pasta and rice sides, jelly/jams, cooking oil (pint/quart sizes), 2lb 
bags sugar.  Monetary donations always welcome (made out to YCSA Food Pantry) 
Thank you, York!  Thank you, First Parish! 
 
Visitors and Guests:  You are Invited to two Inquirers Coffee and Conversations 
today from 10:30am-11:30am.  We invite you to our second Inquirer meeting for those 
who have been visiting First Parish. New members will join on Sunday, May 15th during 
the Worship Service.   
Please contact the Parish Office at office@firstparishyork.net or 207-363-3758 or Sue 
Wierzba at susanwierzba@gmail.com or 207-361-4541. 
 
Fellowship in Action:  Did You Know…First Parish Church has ties to Ralph Waldo 
Emerson?  Come learn more about the connection between York’s history and some of the 
notable figures that inspired the Transcendentalist Movement in Concord, MA. ALL ARE 
WELCOME to a special presentation on Monday, May 9 at 6:30pm in Fellowship 
Hall! James Kences will be on hand to discuss the chronology of events displayed on info 
tables that will be set up in the Pilgrim Room. Refreshments provided, courtesy of Nan 
Roberts and Pat Smith.  This brief presentation will provide a backdrop for the upcoming 
Fellowship in Action trip to Orchard House, the Alcott family residence in Concord. 
 
Morning Trip to Fuller Gardens, Rye, NH - Saturday, June 11.  We will carpool from 
Fellowship Hall at 10 A.M.  Rain date will be June 12 right after worship.  Fuller Gardens is 
a Turn of the Century Estate with gardens featuring thousands of rose bushes as well as 
beautiful perennials.  Lunch at the nearby Atlantic Grill.  Admission to Fuller Gardens is 
$8.00 for seniors and $10.00 for adults.  All are welcome!  Sign up by May 11 with Joyce 
Willette at jmagee2@maine.rr.com or call at 207-351-9992 
 
Green Tips/News:  In December 2021 New York City passed a bill that effectively bans 
fossil fuels in new construction of buildings 7 stories or less by December 2023.  The City 
becomes the largest of 66 jurisdictions across 7 states to pass legislation in this regard.  
sage@sunstonestrategies.com 
Last week for textile collection on York Street.  PlanetAid  collection bins are available at the 
Witchtrot Transfer Station year round.  
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK 
 

            Today, Sunday, May 1st 9:30am Worship 
 10:45am Men’s Ensemble  
 10:30am Inquirers Conversations 
 5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
            Monday, May 2nd 8am Zumba  
            Tuesday, May 3rd 8:30am Yoga 
            Wednesday, May 4th 8am Strength Training 
 9:30am Wednesday Bible Study 
 10am YCSA Food Pantry Drive 
            Thursday, May 5th 8am Zumba 
 3pm Stewardship Committee Meeting 
 5pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
 7pm Sanctuary Choir  
            Friday, May 6th 8am Aerobics  
            Sunday, May 8th 9:15am Hymn Sing 
 9:30am Worship/Mother’s Day/Scout Sunday 
 10:30am Inquirers Conversations 
 10:45am Creation Care Committee Meeting 
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