
  

OUR MISSION 
STATEMENT 

The mission of our church 
is to create a fellowship that celebrates and reflects the presence of 

Christ.  Through worship and spiritual growth we will equip ourselves 

FIRST PARISH 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH  

United Church of Christ 
180 York Street, York, ME  03909 

Phone: 207-363-3758      
Prayer line: 207-363-6451 

E-mail: office@firstparishyork.org 
 

www.firstparishyork.net 

Welcome Guests! We're glad you're here. You can learn more about us via the brochure in 
the back of the seat in front of you, or at www.firstparishyork.net. 
  
Restrooms: Restrooms are located on the lower level of this building, which is accessed by 
stairs in the foyer. Wheelchair accessible restrooms can be found across the drive in 
Fellowship Hall. For access during the worship service, please see a Deacon. 
  
Nursery Care: Our downstairs nursery is not currently staffed due to our pandemic 
restrictions, but you are welcome to accompany your child to the nursery at any point during 
the worship and spend time there as a family if you feel that you need to. 
  
Video and Streaming: 	We stream our worship services live and archive them 
on www.youtube.com. If for privacy reasons you do not wish to have you or your children’s 
faces appear on video, you can sit in pews that are marked on the ends with blue tape. Feel 
free to ask a deacon to show you what those markings look like. 
  
Photos: We regularly take photos for use in media. If you would prefer you or your child’s 
image not be used, please inform a pastor after worship. 
  
Sunday School: During the school year, anyone age 4 through 8th grade is welcome to 
attend Sunday School. We ask that parents/guardians fill out a registration form on the 
first visit; our Deacons will be happy to connect you with someone from Sunday School 
before the children make their way outside. Partway through Sunday services, children 
are invited to meet with their teachers in the church foyer. Together, students and 
teachers will make their way to the Fellowship Hall to take part in fun and faith-based 
activities centered around a theme from the Bible. (Family members are always welcome 
to attend Sunday School if you wish!) After worship is over, families can go across the 
drive to sign out their children with the teachers. Until further notice, masks are required 
for all students and teachers while inside. If you have any questions about the masking 
and distancing protocols practiced by First Parish’s youth programs, please do reach out 
to Pastor Dan or any of our Sunday School teachers. Sunday School is free of charge. 
  
Pastoral Care: If you'd like to meet with a pastor, please call the office at (207) 363-3758, 
or send an email to eric@firstparishyork.net or dan@firstparishyork.net. The pastors are also 
available to make hospital visits, and we ask that you let us know if you or a family member 
would like a visit. Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, the hospital will not inform us 
unless you explicitly ask them to do so. 
 
 
 

 

 

Changed Heart 
   Changed Mind 
Changed Life 

Love in Truth and Action 
180 York Street, York, Maine 03909   w 207-363-3758 
office@firstparishyork.net  w www.firstparishyork.net 



 

ANTHEM                               "I HEARD THE BELLS ON CHRISTMAS DAY"    
Text:  Henry Wadsworth Longfellow/Music:  Henry Bishop 

First Parish Vocal Ensemble 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
SCRIPTURE          Luke 2:41-52     N.T. 51             Phil Woodman                    
 
SERMON                                                                     Pastor Dan Hollis                                                                                                  
 
RESPONSE                               Rev. Eric Dupee 
   
OFFERING OUR GIFTS                    Three Traditional Carols  

I saw three ships come sailing by on Christmas Day in the morning. 
Away in a manger no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head. 

On Christmas Day all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring. 
First Parish Vocal Ensemble 

 
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF COMMITMENT                    No. 34 
 
*CLOSING HYMN         “ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY”       No. 183 
 
CLOSING BLESSING AND THREEFOLD AMEN          Pastor Dan Hollis 
                     
POSTLUDE         Fuga a la Pastorale       Carl Feranz Pitsch (1786-1858) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021 ~ 9:30AM WORSHIP 
 
*Indicates a time when you are invited to stand if you choose. 
 
PRELUDE                     Three Christmas Hymn Settings 

“UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN”               Nicholas Lebreque (1631-1702) 
“LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING”    Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 
“OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN”   Ludwig Lenel (1914-2002) 

                                                           
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                  Pastor Dan Hollis 
 
CHIMES FOR PRAYER AND MEDITATION  
(Candles will be lit as a sign of Christ’s light in the world.) 
 
GATHERING PRAYER  (together)    Rev. Eric Dupee  
Light of life, you came in flesh, born into human pain and joy, and gave us power to be 
your children. Grant us faith, O Christ, to see your presence among us, so that all of 
creation may sing new songs of gladness and walk in the way of peace, as you taught us to 
pray… 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (together) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
*OPENING HYMN      “JOY TO THE WORLD! ”      No. 179 
 
FAREWELL TO A CHURCH MEMBER                     
(Sunday School is on Christmas break until January 23. Children are always welcome in 
worship; and, if at any point you feel you need it, your family is free to spend some time in our 
nursery room downstairs.) 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 

TODAY’S GREETERS:  Greeting you this morning are the Diaconate. 
COFFEE HOUR:  Please join us for coffee in Fellowship Hall after worship.  
WELCOME GUESTS!  We are grateful you joined us in worship today at First Parish Church.  Please fill in 
the “Invitation” card in your pew pocket, especially if you would like to receive our Pastors’ regular email 
devotional messages. Just drop it in the collection plate.  If you have any questions, please introduce 
yourselves to the pastors as you leave the sanctuary or to a member of our Hospitality Team (wearing 
yellow name tags).  Please join us in Fellowship Hall after worship for coffee and refreshments and meet 
our friendly fellow parishioners. 
CHURCH SCHOOL INFO:  All children come into church with your family.  After the Children’s Message, 
children will meet their teachers in the narthex.  PreK-4th grade will be in the lower level classrooms and 
grades 5-8 will be in the second floor classrooms of Fellowship Hall.  After services, parents are asked to 
come to your child’s classroom to meet their teacher and pick up your children.  
NURSERY CARE: is available every Sunday for children under 4 years old in our nursery in the downstairs 
of the church.  Sabrina, Bailey & Linda welcome you and your children. 
COMMUNION SUNDAY: In the UCC we practice open Communion; all are welcome at Christ’s table who 
wish to know Christ’s presence and share in the community of God’s people. If parents would like their 
children to take part in the Sacrament of Holy Communion (held on the first Sunday of every month), you 
will need to coordinate with their Sunday School teachers or Nursery attendants so that you can go and 
retrieve your children at the appropriate time. 
PASTORAL CARE:  For after Parish Office hours or weekend emergency pastoral care, you can reach one of 
the pastors by calling 207-358-9776.  We want to provide care for you always, and in particular we hope 
you will let us know if you or a family member are or will be hospitalized, so we can give you our care.  
York Hospital, if a patient requests, will call us directly.  Due to hospital confidentiality regulations, we will 
know of your hospitalization only if you ask your family member or hospital staff to call us and let us know. 
EXITING THE SANCTUARY IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY.  The front half of the sanctuary will exit to the 
front of the church through the two side doors.  The back half of the sanctuary will exit to the back of the 
sanctuary and either out the side ramp, or the front doors of the church.  The Deacons will help anyone in 
the lower level of the church exit out the back doors of the lower level. 
 



Ministers 
All the Members of the Congregation 

Leading Worship Today: 
Pastor Dan Hollis 

Reverend Eric Dupee 
Staff 

Wendell S. Purrington, Director of Music Ministries 
Terrie Ilaria, Music Associate 

First Parish Church Lay Leaders 
Jan Jonas, Moderator 

John Covino, Vice Moderator 
Ray Hamlin, Treasurer 
Susan Mancinelli, Clerk 

First Parish Church 
Congregational 

United Church of Christ 
 FAITH FEATURES 

From the Financial Secretary:  Pledge envelopes are available for pick up. If you 
requested pledge envelopes on your 2022 Stewardship campaign pledge card, they are 
available for pick up in the narthex. Please be sure to discard any prior year pledge 
envelopes that you may have at the end of the year.  
 
First Parish Mission Board:  In response to a pressing need brought to the attention of 
the Mission Board, First Parish Church helped to make the holiday a little merrier for 20 
military families temporarily stationed at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery.  The 
Church used Mission Board funds to purchase grocery store gift cards, which the base 
chaplain distributed to families in need along with an FPC Welcome Card.  FPC joined 
York Hospital and several local rotary clubs, who together provided gifts to 61 families in 
need this season. 
Are you interested in helping to support FPC's mission activities by serving on the 
Mission Board?  Two vacancies need to be filled in 2022.  The Board always welcomes 
non-voting participants as well.  The next Mission Board meeting is set for January 12 at 
4 pm in the Fellowship Hall Parlor Room.  Contact Cindy Bufithis 
at cbufithis@me.com or Linda Blake at lblake50@gmail.com. 
 
Coat Donations:  Thank you to all who contributed both new and used coats to the FPC 
Mission Board's coat drive.  After the One Warm Coat drive ended, about 25 more coats 
were received.  These additional coats were delivered to the York Community Service 
Association, which will provide them to their Family Services clients and offer them in 
their Thrift Store.  While we can no longer accept coats this year, your generosity is 
greatly appreciated! 
 
Green Tip/News: The B-corporation movement is growing in Maine.  B Corp 
certification shows that companies have met certain standards of social and 
environmental responsibility. Globally more than 6000 companies from more than 153 
different industries have become certified.  More business leaders realize that people want 
to buy from, work for, and invest in companies that are socially responsible.  Current  
B corps include Patagonia, Ben & Jerry’s. King Arthur Flour, Cabot Cheese, Eileen 
Fisher, to name a few.  The companies must seek recertification every three years.  The B 
Impact Assessment is shaped by the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.   
https://bcorporation.net 
 
 

THIS WEEK 
 

Today, Sunday, December 26th 9:30am Worship 
            Monday, December 27th 8am Zumba  
            Tuesday, December 28th 8:30am Yoga 
            Wednesday, December 29th 8am Cardio/Strength 
 9:30am Women’s Bible Study 
            Thursday, December 30th 8am Zumba 
 5pm Handbell Rehearsal 
 7pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  
            Friday, December 31st New Year’s Eve 
            Saturday, January 1st New Year’s Day 
            Sunday, January 2nd 9:30am Worship/Communion 
 11am Men’s Ensemble Rehearsal 
 5pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
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